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[Above] Images:

Location of the city.

____ Planof the city, with main
monuments.

The building, from the his-
toric City Hall.

Main Altar.

Narthex after the fire.
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[Left] Planimetry:
Geometric survey for the
plan.

Architectonic structural
g survey for the roofs.
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[Below] Altimetry:
Architectonic survey for
§ sectionsAA, BB, CC& DD
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If the existing planimetrics documentation were satisfying,
the altimetry wasn’t: specially the adornments were repre-
sented in an inaccurate and distorted way - when confront-
ing with the buildings artistic reality -, but also its ordi-
nary heights (domed rooms, cornices’ heights, etc.).

Hence, the new measuring activities were focused on im-
proving the pre-existing data, specially in altimetrics: mea-
sures, photographs and draw, almost from scratch, the most
important artistic aspects, in order to develop better pros-
pects and sections, presenting the adornments that currently
compose the building.
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Analysis

Altimetry:

Architectonic survey for
Section EE, with analysis of
main composing elements
from the central altar.

Facade, with analysis of
materials and pathologies.

A Portuguese translation
of Vignola's tratise with
author and period agree-
ments and considerations.

Analysis of materials upon
section CC.

The ornamentation grammar (that is, the modeling by which is composed)
was confronted with historical data, such as architectonic treatises - print-

ed in Portugal at that period -, in order to comprehend the adornment
geometry less known by Vignolesian or Serlian treaties. That also confirms
a certain gusto of that Portuguese society — present even in Brazil — that
represented the new French fashion, by then mixed with Italian tradition,
and absorbed by Portugal many years before.

That was a fundamental process for understanding the material and aes-
thetic constitution, providing substratum to add a critic of the contempo-

rary interventions, as well as an alternative proposal.
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[Left] Morphology:
The Luso-Brazilian temple as Hall
Church (not distant from theater’s

typology).

[Center] Constructive chronology:

Masonry
1797 Chancel
1818 Lateral aisle
W 1823 Facade
1827 Nave
Stone work
W 1794 Angels from the facade
Carving
W 1793 Main doors
W 1797-1823 Main altar
M 1827 Side-altars & ceiling
[Right] Destroyed elements with
the fire of 1999.
1939
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In our building, one can identify several to-
poi, whose origin is Madonna del Carmine's
worship, already detected by other researches
in other Carmelite temples in the region; in
the analysis of its almost anonymous archi-
tecture - which are not from architects, but
from carver-architects, goldsmith-architects
and engineer-architects, the very idea of "au-
thorship" is a false problem: the composition
principles of this language (more than the
mere style "dressing") are present in the forma
mentis of this society. Indeed, this aspect can
be observed by noticing that the side altars of
Mariana'’s Carmine were idealized between
1824 and 1827, and in homology with the
high altar, initiated in 1797.

1987‘ 1999 |2000

Timeline

Foundation of the
Third Carmelites
of Mariana

Construction of the
first chapel for the
Baby Jesus

Beginning of the
construction of
present temple

Conclusion of
the construction
works

External cleaning
of the building

White-painting of
the facade

Repairs on the

roofs

Inscription as
National Heri-
tage Monument

the

Intervention on

plete survey

o

Intervention
& structural
recovering

roofs & com-
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Sketches

f’ Sy ¥ o ' ) Vestibule's'anteparo” mad ' ' Side-altars:
S ' 1’”“'-«_ Analysis of main compos- y _ N ¥ Analysis of main compos-
- -;:% }ﬁ- P, N gl ing elements; \ . ing elements;
R - . % T i [ . } = .
'_E',.-' s L : i Essay of abstraction, ob- itk : : Essay of  abstraction,
- = r,,f""*_ b~ ”"}K?‘."F'::'? : | . serving that simplified A < choosing main  propor-
f ' EE i o il - -~ - forms "automatically” con- E. - g tions and structural ele-
T4 . Si/me b . i ducts design to current J ments able to reconstruct

solution, so the final solu-
tion decided to propose
a dialectic contrast using
the piece from the original
burned vestibule.

compositional homology
with central altar, besides
offering religious significa-
tion without loosing dis-
tinction of contemporary

intervention.

Proposal - narthex

-
2.

Original composition:
SSaaate Framing of the count-
er-facade through concor-
dant curves - in elevation
and choir plain.

2000's intervention:
Absence of the three arch-
way and no concordant
curves atall.

Proposal:

Recovery of main elements
and concordant curves.
Re-meaning design for the
vestibule’s ‘anteparo’ its
front side is revested with
bronze plates, and back side
with wooden fir plates, pre-
serving the transition ‘out-
side - inside’ of a religious
space.

Proposal - altars

Original composition:
Homology between the
three altars

2000's interven-
tion:
Simplification of
forms whithout
proportions or
grammar.

Proposal:
Main proportion
and ele-
_ ments;

recovery
of homol-
ogy and
religious
sense.
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7 \Views

Counter-facade;
New altars;
Altarindividually;

[Below] Ensemble of
interventions.

The proposal aimed to re-
establish  the meaning of
the whole building, by re-
composing its artistic and
religious contents, without
renouncing to contemporary
style, and be technically re-
versible.

[...] Severely damaged from
a fire, the church is some-
what an allegory of the prob-
lems of protecting historical

architecture in Brazil. How
could one represent all those

values in a balanced way?

Pulpit:
 Liooen soun Box Simple and specific proposals
| METAL SCREEN PAINTED intend to recover sobrlety and
THE SAME COLOR TONE OF
EXISTING WOOD neatness ofthe space.
EXISTING MODENATURE
WOOD BATTEN SUPORTING
THE MODENATURE (UNDER
METAL SCREEN)
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